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District Reentry Plan Summary 

The School District Five Reentry plan incorporated input 

from staff, families and community partners through a series of surveys for staff and families. 

Several subcommittees also were utilized to help make decisions related to the reentry plan. School     

District Five relied on partnerships from organizations throughout South Carolina to assist in the creation 

of  what the district’s reentry plan looks like. 

School District Five Reentry: Five Guiding Principles 

• We will focus our actions and decisions around the 
belief that parents should have viable options for 
their student’s education.  

• We will focus our actions and decisions around the 
safety and social-emotional well-being of students 
and staff.  

• We will focus our actions and decisions on current 
and long-term student achievement.  

• We will focus our actions and decisions around our 
Superintendent’s Priorities.  

• We will focus our actions and decisions on flexibil-
ity and being responsible to stakeholders in our 
actions related to COVID-19.  
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Survey results show that academics is a top priority and concern for parents in School District Five, as COVID-

19 has created challenges to face-to-face instruction for schools and districts nationwide. In this section of 

the plan, the district will provide information on instructional options, so that parents can make informed 

decisions about what they choose for their students this year. This section of the summary includes: 

• LEAP (Learn, Evaluate, Analyze, Prepare) details 

• Learning options for the start of the 2020-2021 school year 

•   Traditional Option (with hybrid schedule) Details  

•   Virtual Schedule Details (FIVE - Flexible Innovative Virtual Education)  

• Classroom configuration models  

• Classroom strategies to reduce transmission of COVID-19 

LEAP (Learn, Evaluate, Analyze and Prepare) days are designed to offer students 4K through 8th grade a way 

to restart in an effective matter. Parents in School District Five will receive communications regarding LEAP 

from their schools. 

School District Five of Lexington & Richland Counties will offer two options for the start of the 2020-2021 

school year: A traditional (hybrid) option and a virtual option.  

• Traditional Option (with hybrid schedule) 
• A hybrid model is a blend of face-to-face instruction and distance learning. 

• Students are divided into two cohorts. 
• Each cohort participates in two days of face-to-face instruction per week and three days of     

distance learning per week. 
• One cohort of students will participate in face-to-face instruction on Mondays and    

Tuesdays. This cohort will participate in distance learning on Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays. 

• The other cohort will participate in distance learning on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Wednesdays. This cohort will participate in face-to-face instruction on Thursdays and 
Fridays. 

• Virtual Option (FIVE) 
• School District Five’s Flexible Innovative Virtual Education (FIVE) is a new virtual academy for 

Kindergarten through 12th grade students, providing a comprehensive online educational   
program where they receive rigorous academic instruction and social/emotional guidance  
provided by our own School District Five educators. This option will include live classroom   
instruction with School District Five teachers, along with independent work and activities for 
students.  

 

If you have questions about our 2020-2021 Reentry Plan, please visit our FAQ page 
on our Reentry plan website (www.lexrich5.org/20-21reentry).  

If you have additional questions not covered in the FAQ, please email us at 
reentry@lexrich5.org. 

http://www.lexrich5.org/20-21reentry
mailto:reentry@lexrich5.org
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Traditional Option (hybrid schedule) 

Details of face-to-face instructional days in the hybrid model: 

• Teachers and students follow their assigned schedules. 
• Schools will implement the safety procedures outlined in the School District Five 2020-2021 School 

Reentry Plan (www.lexrich5.org/20-21reentry).  
• Students are divided into cohorts and a limited number of students will be on campus.   
 
What does instruction look like during distance learning days in the hybrid model? 

• Unlike the 2019-20 closure, students’ application of new learning and skills will continue on distance 
learning days. 

• Teachers will take attendance. 

• Students are expected to participate in distance learning activities and instruction, and participation will 
be monitored. 

How are students grouped in the hybrid model? 
 

School District Five will place students in one of two cohorts, or subgroups of students, under the hy-

brid schedule option. These cohorts are designed to divide and limit the number of (hybrid schedule) 

students on school campuses. 

• For 4-year-old kindergarten, which has a class size limit of 20 students, this means 10 students or less will 

attend school. Each group attends for half the day. 

• The class size in our elementary schools will vary, depending on the number of students selecting virtual 

schedules. Half of the homeroom classes within a school will participate in face-to-face instruction two 

days per week and participate in distance learning three days per week, while the other half of the home-

room classes in a school will be on the opposite schedule. For example, if a school has four second grade 

homeroom classes,  two classes would attend Monday and Tuesday face-to-face, and the other two classes 

would attend face-to-face Thursday and Friday.   

• Parents and guardians with multiple children in School District Five schools will have the ability to  

    request that all of their children be placed in the same cohort. This request should be included in 

the student commitment surveys.  

• For all students on the hybrid model, School District Five will implement social distancing practic-

es and other safety measures. Desks will be configured to allow the maximum space between stu-

dents and students will wear masks when congregating or in spacing where social distancing is 

not possible at times.  

K-1 

Learning activities will be provided for students. District Five is pursuing appropriate device options,  

and if secured, live instruction will be provided on distance learning days.  

2-5 

Live instruction will be provided on distance learning days.  

http://www.lexrich5.org/20-21reentry
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Traditional Option (hybrid schedule) 

Student 

Schedule 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Cohort 1 In Person In Person 

Live Distance Learning with 

Modified Schedule for All 

Students 

Distance Learning Distance Learning 

Cohort 2 Distance Learning Distance Learning 

Live Distance Learning with 

Modified Schedule for All 

Students 

In Person In Person 

STUDENT Hybrid Plan for the Start of the 2020-21 School Year 

Traditional Option (hybrid schedule) - Elementary School 

• Schools will use a "family" model for all classes to keep students in small cohorts. 

• Transitions will be limited (classes will stay together). 
• Arts scheduling and offerings will be a school-level decision based on safety guidelines and staffing. 

• Social distancing will be practiced during meals and could include: 
• Eating in classrooms; 

• Eating outside (weather permitting); 
• Eating in cafeterias with proper social distancing between classes; 

• Utilizing larger spaces as secondary cafeterias; and 
• Classes alternating on a weekly/daily basis of eating in classroom vs. cafeteria. 

• Note for families choosing the traditional model: The district will take measures to practice social dis-
tancing and other safety measures. The CDC's guideline for 6 ft of distance is the goal but may not be pos-
sible at all times. 

 
Other ways elementary schools will reduce COVID-19 Transmission:  

• Students will have their own supplies (math manipulatives, pencils, scissors, etc.) to prevent the sharing 
of supplies. 

• Recess will be by class only & equipment will be assigned to individual classes, at some sites. 

• Hand-washing/sanitizing will occur before and after recess.  
• Some playground equipment (slides, monkey bars, etc.) will not be used. 

• Schools will attempt to utilize multiple areas of campus for recess play. 
• Schools (in partnership with district guidelines) will develop systems to manage the number of students 

in restrooms at one time. 
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Social distancing will be practiced, and room configurations will vary from classroom to classroom               
depending on factors like square footage, programming and services, course offerings and other variables. 
The recommended models are not intended to show what classrooms throughout School District Five will 
look like. It is aimed at showing parents our goals for classroom configurations.  

*NOTE: The number of desks and positions of desks in the model does not necessarily provide an actual 
count of the number of desks or positions of desks that will be in all classrooms throughout School District 
Five. The CDC’s guideline for 6 ft. of distance is the goal but may not be possible at all times.  

Classroom Configurations & Strategies 

In addition to social distancing,               
students will be required to wear masks. 

Teachers and other staff will wear masks, 
and protective barriers/equipment will 
be implemented in front offices.  

Classrooms will provide 3 ft to 6ft of 
teaching space clearance where possible. 

School District Five schools will place 
sanitation stations near classroom doors. 

Some desks will be placed against      
classroom walls to maximize the space 
and reduce the risk of physical proximity 
on one side.  

Non-essential furniture, books and other 
objects may be removed from rooms to 
aid in the cleaning process and provide 
optimal space.  
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• Daily health screening protocols will be in place for students and staff. School District Five is partnering 

with DHEC and health care partners to develop and refine COVID-19 school screening and monitoring 

protocols for the school year. 

• Communications will be utilized to reinforce the importance of staying home when sick.  

• Staff will be required to complete a daily health screening process before reporting to work. 

• Families will be required to complete a daily health screening process for their students. 

Health Room Procedures and Medications 

• Schools will also limit healthy children from visiting the health room. 

• Parents will be asked to give medication to children in the morning at home, if possible. 

• Nurses will identify (and when possible meet with) parents of children with underlying conditions that 

may require additional accommodations related to COVID-19 before the beginning of the new school 

year.  

• Nurse and other staff will wear masks and/or face shields when providing care for students. 

Other notes: 

• The District will provide additional social and emotional health resources to support staff, students and 

their families 

• School visitation and check-in/out procedures will also be modified.  

• School District Five has implemented intensive cleaning and disinfection measures. Daily sanitizing will be 

in place for high touch areas (doorknobs, handles, etc.). Restrooms will be monitored and cleaned more 

frequently throughout the day. The district will also utilize sprayers and other cleaning equipment.  

Building & Student Services Reentry Plan 
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• Meal services will continue in School District Five, but food choices will be minimized.  

• Hand sanitizer stations will be placed throughout schools.  

• Floor decals will be placed to remind people of social distancing. 

• Floor decals will also be positioned in restrooms.  

• Restroom breaks will be scheduled.  

• Block time will be scheduled for handwashing.  

• Physical Education (PE) class will use equipment that can be cleaned after class time.  

• Outdoor activities will be utilized when possible.  

• Technology labs will be wiped down frequently.  

• Protective gear will be implemented in front offices.  

 

Bus Transportation 

• Buses in School District Five will operate at a 47% capacity, and family members  will sit together. 

• Buses will be cleaned twice a day.  

• Spray bottles with disinfectant will be used between routes to clean highly used areas in buses. 

Multiple routes are part of the reopening plan for transportation.  As parents provide information regarding 
their choice of attending school we will begin to develop bus routes based on that information.  The number 
of students on any school bus or activity bus will be a maximum of 47% of standard capacity.  To allow 47% 
capacity some seats may be occupied by two students. 

• The first seat directly behind the driver and the first passenger seat will not be occupied.  
• Whenever possible, the first uses of two students on a seat should pair household members to-

gether on the seat. 
• Three students on a seat will not be allowed at any time. 
• Assigned seats will remain consistent, in order to facilitate the spreading out of students as much 

as possible and the seating of household members together as necessary. 
• Buses will be loaded back-to-front whenever possible. 
 

Each bus will be cleaned and disinfected using an electrostatic sprayer and EPA approved disinfectant (e.g., 
BioTab7 or similar disinfectant) twice per day; once after completion of morning and afternoon routes.  Addi-
tionally, common touch areas, i.e. handrails, back of seats, will be sprayed/wiped down between routes. 

Building & Student Services Reentry Plan Cont.  

47% Capacity Bus Model 
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Virtual Option 
For School District Five’s virtual option, a new academy called FIVE or Flexible Innovative Virtual Education 

has been implemented. 

FIVE student requirements include the following: 

•   Students must be enrolled or eligible for enrollment in a School District Five school. 

•   FIVE students must attend live virtual classes on a daily basis. Attendance will be recorded           

following state regulations. 

•   Families must commit to having their student participate in the virtual program for at least the     

entire first quarter (elementary) first semester (secondary) of the 2020-2021 school year. 

•   FIVE students must report in-person on occasion for identified assessments throughout the year. 

•   Students and their parents/guardians must embrace the culture and experience of learning            

in a virtual environment. 

Parent/Guardian requirements include the following: 

•   In conjunction with their teachers, the parent/guardian must support their child through the virtu-

al learning process by monitoring their engagement of instruction and their completion of assign-

ments and assessments.  

•   Parents/guardians must ensure that their child is present each day and if absent, ensure their child 

completes all make-up assignments.  

•   Parents/guardians must confirm a home work environment for their child so they can successfully 

learn virtually.  

•   Parents/guardians will be required to maintain open communication with teachers and staff. 

For students Kindergarten through 8th grade some features of the virtual option will include: 

•   South Carolina Standards-Based English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies;  

•   Gifted and Talented ELA and Math for state-identified students (3rd - 8th grade only);  

•   Related Arts, including Physical Education, art, music and world language;  

•   Social/Emotional Learning embedded in content instruction;  

•   Special Education, Reading Intervention and ELL services for students that qualify;  

•   Opportunities to participate in community events in collaboration with your home school; and 

•   Virtual clubs where virtual students are joined by other virtual students to explore common          

interests. 

 

Sample FIVE Elementary Virtual Schedule on Next Page 
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Arrival Procedures 

Kindergarten through Fifth Grade: 

• Car riders will enter the car line off of Fork Avenue located at the back of the school.  Students will enter 

the building through the tower areas.  Staff members will be intentionally placed to ensure safety proto-

cols are followed as we welcome our bees to the hive. 

• Car riders must exit passenger side doors. 

• Bus riders will exit buses following procedures that adhere to safety guidelines as outlined in the district 

reentry plan.  Bus riders will enter the building through the doors next to the cafeteria near the bus loop.   

4K:   

• Parents will not be able to walk 4K students to the classroom.  An alternative plan is being developed to 

allow 4K students to enter from the front of the school. This information will be shared with EXCEL fami-

lies before the entry date. 

Departure Procedures 

Kindergarten through Fifth Grade: 

• Car rider families will enter the car line off of Fork Avenue located at the back of the school.  Students will 

exit the building through the tower areas.  Staff members will be intentionally placed to ensure safety 

protocols are followed. 

• Each family will be assigned a car tag which will be used to dismiss students.  If cars do not have a tag, 

students will not be dismissed to the car. The parent/caregiver would then be required to return to the 

front of the school. At this time D5 school offices will remain closed. A staff member will meet the 

parent/caregiver at the car, check for identification and that the individual is on the approved pick up list, 

and bring the child to the car through the front office with supervision of a staff member. This process 

could be timely, so we ask that the parent/caregiver always have the car tag displayed at pick up for the 

support of families and staff. Safety is a number one priority. 

• Car riders will have designated areas to stand to ensure social distancing.   

• Car riders must enter the passenger side of cars.   

• Bus riders will enter buses following procedures that adhere to safety guidelines as outlined in the dis-

trict reentry plan.  Bus riders will exit the building through the doors next to the cafeteria near the bus 

loop.   

4K: 

• Parents will not pick up students from the 4K classroom.  An alternative plan is being developed to allow 

4K students to be dismissed from the front of the school.  At this time, D5 school offices will remain 

closed. 
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Special Services 

As defined in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), special education services will begin on 
the first day of school as outlined in each child’s current IEP.  Parents will be contacted by their child’s case 
manager upon staff returning to school. Parents and school IEP teams will be working in collaboration to im-
plement IEP’s and services as addressed on IEP’s and distance learning plans. If changes to the IEP are need-
ed based on programming models or changes in your child’s needs, a meeting will be scheduled.  

 

Option Changes 

Currently, the district asks that families of elementary school students commit to at least one quarter before 
requesting a change in their scheduling option. If a hardship occurs during the quarter that requires a school 
option change during the quarter, families are asked to contact the district’s Office of Planning and Admin-
istration (803-476-8121). 

 

Technology & Devices 

Technology assistance will be available for all school locations and all schedule options. All FIVE students will 

receive devices. More information regarding device pick-up will be provided soon.  
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Safety Measures 

Are masks required for students and staff? 

School District Five will require the use of masks/face coverings for students and staff. The district will pro-

vide face coverings to all staff and will provide face coverings for any student who cannot provide their 

own. Masks will be worn while entering, exiting and moving throughout the building and during any congre-

gant interaction inside and outside the classroom. Masks may be removed when students are seated at their 

work spaces.   

School District Five believes that when staff and students wear masks the spread of COVID-19 is significantly 

reduced. However, medical exemptions and other special circumstances will be handled on a case-by-case 

basis to create viable options and alternatives when needed.   

 

When should my student stay home from school?  

Families should follow the recommendations of the SC Department of Health and Environmental Control to 

determine when a student should stay home from school: School Exclusion  

 

What are the symptoms of COVID-19? 

For information regarding COVID-19 symptoms, please visit the CDC website: COVID-19 Symptoms  

 
FAQ 

For more questions and answers regarding COVID-19 safety measures in School District Five, please visit the 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document at: https://www.lexrich5.org/Page/25476  

https://www.scdhec.gov/health/child-teen-health/school-exclusion
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.lexrich5.org/Page/25476
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School District Five will     
follow guidelines provided 

by the South Carolina       
Department of Health and 

Environmental Control  
(DHEC) and Centers for    

Disease Control and         
Prevention (CDC). 



 16 

Student Activities 

Irmo Chapin Recreation Commission (ICRC) will have after school day care available for Irmo Ele-

mentary students for the 2020—2021 school year. 

ICRC’s goal is to provide services and programming that will support and meet the needs of our par-

ticipating families. We look forward to a continued partnership to support our bees. Additional com-

munication will be shared as ICRC works alongside Lexington Richland School District 5 during the 

fluidity of the situation of COVID-19. 

Pending approval, Irmo Elementary after school clubs and activities will begin for the 2020-2021 

school year when five day face-to-face (F2F) instruction resumes. This is pending D5 evaluation of 

the return to F2F on October 8, 2020. 
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Contact List 

 

While School District Five of Lexington & Richland Counties will take measures to reduce the transmission 
of COVID-19, we cannot remove all risks. The district will take measures to   practice social distancing    
practices and other safety measures. The CDC's guideline for 6 ft of distance is the goal but may not be  
possible at all times. 

We hope this plan serves as a guide to help families and staff prepare for the start of school. 

Shannon Fincannon 

Principal  

sfincannon@lexrich5.org 

(803) 476-4210 

 

Kristen Hill 

Assistant Principal  

kdhill@lexrich5.org 

(803) 476-4212 

 

Carla Adams 

Administrative Assistant Principal  

cadams@lexrich5.org 

(803) 476-4213 

Kim Weber 

Registrar 

kweber@lexrich5.org 

(803) 476-4202 

 

Carol Tomlin 

Secretary 

ctomlin@lexrich5.org 

(803) 476-4211 


